Chemical Safety Checklist


Employee Training

Has a chemical safety-training program been conducted? 

Have all employees at risk been training in chemical safety requirements?

Has the training been documented?

Is there a written chemical safety program in place? 

Are there clear instructions on where to find material safety data sheets for all chemicals?

Is the use of the MSDS an integral part of the training?  

Are there clear instructions on how to use the information on container labels? 

Are there clear instructions on the use of material safety data sheets? 

Are there clear instructions on the selection, use, and storage of personal protective equipment? 

Chemical Program Management

Is the chemical safety plan written and updated to reflect current regulatory or risk requirements? 

Is a copy of the chemical safety regulations readily available?

Is there a written list of the location of all chemicals stored on site?

Is there a written program, which has clear examples of appropriate MSDS and labels? 

Are the internally program responsibilities clearly assigned?

Is the date of the last program assessment documented and available for review?  

Is there a date identified when the last MSDS audit was conducted? 

Are all containers properly labeled to clearly show their contents?

Are all container labels clearly visible & legible? 

Does the container label clearly identify the chemical contained within the container? 

Does the container clearly identify the manufacturer or the chemical in the container?

Does the label list the physical and health hazards associated with improper chemical use?

Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) Management

Are MSDSs available in areas where chemicals are stored and used?

Are MSDSs legible for employees in the appropriate language?

Is someone clearly assigned to update the MSDS sheets as required?

Does the MSDS sheets contain all the required safety information to safely work with the product?

Chemical Storage 

Are storage areas clean, housekeeping satisfactory, and is the area well ventilated? 

Are any incompatible chemicals stored separately? 

Are all containers properly closed and secured?

Are grounding straps used on any flammable liquid drums? 

Are all containers in good condition and free of leaks or spillage?

Are flammable chemicals stored in an approved locker or other appropriate approved container? 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

Is proper PPE available for use with each chemical?

Is PPE maintained in good condition?

Is PPE being used properly?

Are there adequate storage facilities for all PPE?

Has training been conducted on the proper use of all PPE?

Are damaged PPE recorded and an investigation undertaken to identify the cause of the damage?

Do employees have input into the selection of PPE?

General Housekeeping 

Is the area clean and clear of spills? 

Is there ready access to clean up & spill absorbing material? 

Are containers located away from other stored material & sprinkler heads? 

Are chemicals properly stored and away from aisles and walkways?

Compressed Gases 

Do all cylinders have proper identification? 

Are empty cylinders appropriately labeled or otherwise identified as being empty? 

Are gases stored in a dry, well-ventilated area? 

Are cylinders stored away from combustible materials, sources of heat or electrical wiring? 

Are cylinders stored away from stairs or walkways? 

Are cylinders secured and or held upright by chains, cables or other secure means? 

Are all cylinder valves closed & appropriate valve protection caps in place? 
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