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About Us

LGRMS - Local Government Risk Management Services (LGRMS) is a non-profit company created in 1988 to provide risk 
control services for the Association County Commissioners of Georgia (ACCG) and the Georgia Municipal Association 
(GMA) self-insurance pools. LGRMS assists local government members in the control of workers’ compensation, property 
& liability, and health insurance risks.

LGRMS has three separate teams: Four - Loss Control Representatives, Three - Public Safety Risk Consultants, and 
Three - Health Promotion Services Representatives.

LGRMS, the first line professional resource for promoting, safety, loss reduction and wellness for Georgia local 
governments. Our mission, through education, training and consulting is to save lives, reduce injuries and loss of property 
for the benefit of employees, citizens and taxpayers. 

The Pool Management Team

.

191 Peachtree St. NE,  Suite #700
Atlanta, GA 30303

Phone | 404.522.5022
Toll Free | 800.858.2224
Fax | 404.522.1897

www.accg.org

DAVID UHLMAN |Property and Causalty Insurance Program Director
duhlman@accg.org

ASHLEY ABERCROMBIE | Deputy Director of Insurance Programs
aabercrombie@accg.org

BEN PITTARELLI | Health Program and Insurance Marketing Director
bpittarelli@accg.org

201 Pryor Street, SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

Mailing |PO Box 105377  
Atlanta, GA 30348
Phone | 404.688.0472
Toll Free | 888.488.4462
Fax | 678.686.6289
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RANDY LOGAN |Deputy Executive Director
rlogan@gacities.com

STAN DEESE | Director, Risk Management Services
sdeese@gacities.com

DENISE JOYCE | Director, Life and Health Insurance Services
djoyce@gacities.com



LGRMS Training and Communications

Regional Training:

LGRMS Loss Control typically provides / offers several regional training topics at several 
different locations across the state of Georgia throughout the year. What are some of the topics?

•Employment Liability • Law Enforcement Liability • Roads Liability • Workers’ Compensation Management • 
Safety Coordinator Training (1. General 2. Incident Investigation 3. Inspections 4. Safety Committee)  
    Where do I find the location / topics and how do I register for an upcoming training?  1. GO TO the LGRMS Website’s Training Calendar:  https://lgrms.123signup.com/event/calendar/21295?PG=1532306182300&P=153230600

LocalGovU Training | LGRMS provides access to LocalGovU. LocalGovU offers a variety of Online Training 
classes. Courses cover topics applicable to Health Promotion & Wellness, Employee Safety, Corrections, Law 
Enforcement, and Management. They are available 24/7 from any computer and at no cost to the approved, 
participating member. 

How do I access LocalGovU training? 

GO TO the LGRMS Website and select ONLINE TRAINING:  https://www.lgrms.com/Online-Training.aspx    
For Assistance call: John D’Angelo
   Customer Success Manager
   Office: 415.962.8330
 
DVD Video Library | LGRMS has a DVD Video Library with a variety of titles / subjects at no additional charge to 
our members.

List of available titles and descriptions:
 GO TO:  https://www.lgrms.com/Lgrms/media/Files/LGRMS-Video-Library.pdf   
 
      
    How do you check out a video from the LGRMS Library?
       
     GO TO:  https://www.lgrms.com/Loss-Control/Video-Library.aspx 
        For assistance Call:  Cortney Stepter 678.686.6282
      
           Webinars | LGRMS will provide several webinars on a variety of topics  
        throughout the year.

     LGRMS will send out email communications with upcoming webinars. If  
     you aren’t receiving these email inviatations, please contact Tammy  
      Chapman to be added to the list. She may be reached at 
              tchapman@lgrms.com or 678.686.6283.

       On-site Training | LGRMS will provide on-site training on a  
        variety of topics based on the member’s needs. For  
         a list of on-site training, Go To:  
             https://www.lgrms.com/Resources.

                               How do we schedule on-site training?
                Please contact your Loss Control Field Rep  
         to schedule any on-site training.

         LGRMS Website | The LGRMS Website is full  
         of programs, policies, training, and other  
         resource materials on all aspects of risk 
         control.   GO TO: https://www.lgrms.com/Home.aspx



LGRMS Training and Communications

How do I get access to the LGRMS Website? 
 
      •Request Access
      •Call Tammy Chapman at 678.686.6283

LGRMS Publications | LGRMS publishes several different newsletters. 

 •Monthly SAFETY THEME/SAFETY BULLETIN - Designed to help  
   readers get an important employee safety message across  
   to all employees in a simple-to-use format that can be   
   completed each month.

 •Monthly LIABILITY BEAT - Designed to help readers get 
   important messages about liability across to all employees  
   in a simple-to-use format. Sent to Property and Liability   
   members.

 •Quarterly Risk Connection - A publication of Local 
   Government Risk Management Services, Inc., a 
               service organization of the Association County 
   Commissioners of Georgia and the Georgia Municipal 
   Association, whose purpose is to educate and inform
   members about loss control methods and risk 
   management.

How do I get these publications delivered via mail or 
electronically?
      
 •Contact Tammy Chapman 678.686.6283 or by email:   
   tchapman@lgrms.com

SAFETY THEME
LOCAL GOVERNMENT RISK MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC., – A Service Organization of the ASSOCIATION COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF GEORGIA and the GEORGIA MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION

The Safety Theme program is designed to help 
you get an important safety message across to 
all employees in a simple-to-use format that can 
be completed each month.

Monthly Poster Theme
Make copies and post them wherever you will get 
the most impact.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RISK MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC., – A Service Organization of the ASSOCIATION COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF GEORGIA and the GEORGIA MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION

Happy 
Thanksgiving  

to you & yours!

Stay Safe!

November 2019

The article expands on the poster 
message for the month. Make copies and hand 
them out to each meeting participant.

Safety Theme Article

In This Issue: 
Participant Sign-In Sheets: Use the sign-in sheet to document your safety training.

Suggested Agenda for the Monthly Safety Meeting:
> Assemble the participants.
> Hand out copies of the article and pass around the sign-in sheet.
> Read the Safety Theme aloud.
> Discuss aspects of the theme relevant to the department, with examples. Ask for ideas and encourage participation.

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors and do not reflect the views of LGRMS, ACCG, or GMA.

Presented by Local Government Risk Management Services, Inc.  
A Service Organization of the Association County Commissioners of Georgia and the Georgia Municipal Association Risk Management Programs

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT

LIABILITY
BEAT

November 2019

On March 13, 2019, the Sixth Circuit Court of 
Appeals decided Cruise-Gulyas v. Minard et al., i in 
which the court examined whether an officer violated 
the First and Fourth Amendments when he stopped 
a driver for giving him “the bird.” The relevant facts 
of Cruise-Gulyas, taken directly from the case, are 
as follows:

Officer Minard pulled over Debra Cruise-
Gulyas for speeding. He wrote her a ticket 
for a lesser violation, known as a non-moving 
violation. As she drove away, apparently 

ungrateful for the reduction, 
she made an all-too-familiar 
gesture at Minard with her 
hand and without four of her 
fingers showing. That did 
not make Minard happy. He 
pulled her over again and 
changed the ticket to a moving 
violation—a speeding offense 
and what counts as a more 
serious violation of Michigan 
law. ii

Cruise-Gulyas subsequently 
sued the officer in federal 
court for a violation of her 
Fourth Amendment rights 
for stopping her a second 
time, without reasonable 
suspicion or probable cause, 

By Brian S. Batterton, J.D., Legal & Liability Risk Management Institute

Two Traffic Stops,  
One Violation and  
the Constitution

Fall / Winter 2019 1

A Service organization of the 
Georgia Municipal Association 

and the Association County 
Commissioners of Georgia

The Risk Connection is a 
publication of Local Government 
Risk Management Services, 
Inc., a service organization 
of the Association County 
Commissioners of Georgia 
and the Georgia Municipal 
Association, whose purpose is 
to educate and inform cities 
and counties about loss control 
methods and risk management. 
Any questions or comments 
should be directed to Dennis 
Watts, Editor, 3500 Parkway 
Lane, Suite 110, Norcross, 
Georgia 30092, 678.686.6284, 
dwatts@lgrms.com

Please Route to the Following People:

 Administration  Attorney
 Law Enforcement  Recreation
 Fire/EMS   Water/Sewer
 Public Works  Other
 Sanitation

Fall 2019

Public Safety Defense Against Our Driving Culture

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the ACCG or GMA; they 
are not intended to provide specific legal advice. Readers should seek legal advice on specific concerns from their own 
legal advisors.

Public safety drivers need to realize it is time for 
change.  The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) in their report titled On 
the Road to a Healthier Future stated that death and 
injury from traffic crashes continue to be among 
the most serious public health problems facing 
our country. Motor vehicle injuries constitute 
99% of non-fatal transportation injuries and 94% 
of transportation deaths. The statistics for 1996 
alone offer a grim reality: there were over 6.8 
million crashes, in which over 41,000 were killed 
and another 3.5 million were injured. With yearly 
increases in travel and no improvement over our 
current safety performance, fatalities and injuries 
could increase by 50 percent by 2020.

Public safety drivers are not exempt from these 
statistics.  A public safety drivers risks increase 
when driving in emergency mode.  The probability 
of having a collision greatly increases due to their 
speed, increases in tunnel vision, not slowing 
down enough to clear intersections, following to 
close, distractions, etc.  

The Below 100 initiative to reduce line of duty 
deaths for law enforcement has five tenets.
1. Wear Your Vest

2. Wear Your Seatbelt
3. Watch Your Speed
4. WIN ‘Ask Yourself, What’s Important   
 Now?’
5. Remember Complacency Kills

These are tenets to live by, even though the Below 100 
initiative was designed for law enforcement, Fire and 
EMS should follow the 2nd-5th tenets to increase their 
chances of survival.  All public individuals are in high 
risk professions. Driving is one of our top serious injury 
or loss of life issues. 

When our public safety individuals consider and put to 
use this five “a” formula they will increase the chances 

by Julie Hyer, LGRMS Public Safety Risk Consultant



Public Safety Risk Consultants

LGRMS offers many benefits to the public sector of 
local governments. Our Public Safety Risk 
Consultants can provide analysis of losses for LE/Fire/
EMS and help members identify systemic changes 
in policy or procedure to address these. 

Public Safety Driver Training 
LGRMS offers Public Safety Driver Training that is 
both mobile and state of the art. A combination 
of classroom instruction and behind the wheel use 
of a DORON Precision 550 LE driving simulator, this 
training will give your department up-to-date and 
realistic training. This training is offered at no cost to 
the Risk Management members of ACCG andGMA 
workers compensation and property / liability 
insurance programs. LGRMS has three simulators 
installed in trailers positioned around the state so 
the program can be brought to you.

De-escalation Decision Based Training
LGRMS offers a Law Enforcement Train the 
Trainer Program for De-escalation and response to 
reistance at no charge to our member cities and 
counties who participate in the Property and 
Liability and Workers’ Compensation insurance 
pools. 

Below 100
Below 100 offers a commonsense approach to 
officer safety, targeting areas of improvement 
that are under an officer’s control. The training has 
proved both popular and effective, with many 
agencies reporting reductions in injuries, crashes 
and claims, as well as an overall uptick in safety 
awareness.

How are these sessions scheduled with members? 
Members with high rates of motor vehicle incidents 
are prioritized and scheduled. If you are interested 
in this type of training, please contact your Public 
Safety Risk Consultant.



Northern Region
Mike Earl

mearl@lgrms.com
404.558.8525

Southern Region
Julie Hyer
jhyer@lgrms.com
404.615.2420

Local Government Risk Management Services
3500 Parkway Lane . Suite 110 . Norcross, GA 30092 
Ph:  678.686.6279 . Toll Free: 800.650.3120 . Fax: 770.246.3149
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Loss Control

Loss Control Services 

Who is my Loss Control Field Rep and how do I contact them?
     There are several ways to obtain this information.
     1.  The map on the back of this document will identify your field rep and their contact info. 
     2.  GO TO - https://www.lgrms.com/LGRMS/media/Files/Field-Rep-Regions_Loss-Control.pdf
     3.  Call the main LGRMS number 678.686.6279 or 800.650.3120

What services will the LGRMS Field Report Provide to my organization? 
     1.  Professional Resource - If you have a question, please call or write your Loss Control Field Rep. They  
          may not immediately know the answer, but they will work to get you to the correct source.
     2.  On-site Surveys & Evaluations - Buildings, Structures, Equipment, Parks & Rec, and more.
     3.  Policy and Program Reviews - Personnel Management, Law Enforcement, Jail, Automotive, 
          General Liability, Safety Compliance, Roads Liability, Safety Management Systems.
     4.  Claims Loss Analysis & Action Planning Assistance.
     5.  Incident Investigation Assistance.
     6.   Safety Committee Coaching.
     7.  Training - For full list of trainings, go to: www.lgrms.com

Are we required to comply with Loss Control Recommendations from LGRMS? 
     After each on-site survey, your Loss Control Field Rep may make recommendations. It is your job to        
     evaluate those recommendations, assess the risk and create an action plan to address them. Our   
     requirement is that you respond back to us within 60 days.



Central Region
Natalie Sellers

nsellers@lgrms.com
404.904.0074

Southeast Region
Vincent Scott

vscott@lgrms.com
470.698.9614

Southwest Region
Chris Ryan
cryan@lgrms.com

229.942.2241

Local Government Risk Management Services
3500 Parkway Lane . Suite 110 . Norcross, GA 30092
Ph:  678.686.6279 . Toll Free: 800.650.3120 . Fax: 770.246.3149
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Appling County
Bartow County
Berkeley Lake
Bloomingdale
Brookhaven
Brunswick
Buford Housing Authority
Chamblee
Columbia County
Conyers
Cook County
Cordele
Dekalb Private Hospital Authority
Douglasville
Dublin
Duluth
Fairburn
Glynn County
Grayson
Griffi n
Henry County
Hinesville
Jasper County
Kingsland
Lawrenceville Housing Authority
Lilburn
Lithonia Housing Authority

Loganville
Lowndes County
Lumpkin County
McDonough
Meriwether County
Milton
Monroe County
Newton County
Norcross
Norcross Housing Authority
Peachtree City
Peachtree Corners
Pike County 
Pooler
Port Wentworth
Rockdale County
Sandy Springs
Smyrna
Snellville
South Fulton
Sugar Hill
Sumter County
Thomas County
Thomasville
Thomson
Troup County
Union City
Walton County
Warner Robins

www.lgrms.com

Natalie’s Assigned Members

Northern Region
Steve Shields
sshields@lgrms.com

404.416.3920


